OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND WORK (i silence)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

THE LORD’S PRAYER p. 914
HYMN 149 When I survey the wondrous cross Rockingham
CLOSING WORDS

POSTLUDE O wortld, I now must leave thee Johannes Brahms

Participating in today’s service are: Dong McW hirter (coordinating greeter); Julie Jai, Bruce Pope,

Joan Pope, David Trick (greeters); Deborah Hart (liturgist); Don Parsons (reflection); Bob Blair,

Rob Crabtree, Betty Heininger, Blaine Mitchell, Catherine Ross, Charlie Walker (readers); Mark Ball
(sound); Peter Merrick and the Choir. Connie Capes-Leslie is on a leave of absence.

The flowers placed in the Narthex this morning
are given to the glory of God by Edith Vuchnich
in loving memory of her husband.
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“Even if we have set out on the Lenten pilgrimage on Ash
Wednesday, and taken every step in penitence and prayer, we
are still not prepared for the arrival. Neither were those who
joined Jesus in Galilee and made their way up to Jerusalem.

For many, it was an annual pilgrimage, this Passover. Others,
having to travel greater distances, saw the Holy City through
the joyful tears of those who know they will never make the
journey again. But in one particular year, the pilgrimage was a
once-in-a-lifetime experience because it was made in the
company of Jesus of Nazareth. For him too, Jerusalem was
the end of a pilgrimage...

The final Sunday of Lent (Palm/Passion Sunday) is therefore
marked by a celebratory parade, which was also a protest
march. Only Jesus knew that the same event was also a
funeral procession...”

Fred Craddock
The Christian Century, April 5, 2003

PALM SUNDAY
THE SUNDAY OF THE PASSION

OPEN DOORS OPEN MINDS OPEN HEARTS
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PALM SUNDAY
THE SUNDAY OF THE PASSION

The congregation is invited to join in responses which are bold.

PRELUDE Processional William Mathias
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING WORDS

BLESSING AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE PALMS

God of joy and arrival, with those in Jerusalem long ago,

we also gather to cheer you on.

On this day, as we distribute and wave palm branches,
help us to remember the welcome offered to Jesus

as he journeyed towards the cross.

Bless these branches, that they may become for us

symbols of Christ’s victory.

As we move into the drama of this week called “Holy”,
forgive us when our “Hosanna” becomes “Crucify!”
Open us to the transforming, healing power of your love.
Receive this gift of worship as we gather in the spirit of
the One we welcome today — Jesus the Christ —

who is one with you and the Holy Spirit,

now and forever. Amen.

(The children are invited to gather with the ministers
and distribute palms to the congregation.)

GOSPEL Mark 11: 1-11

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 122 All glory, laud and honour St. Theodniph

(Children are invited to join the choir and staff in this Palm Procession.)

THE PEACE OF CHRIST

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

(T'he congregation is invited to share signs of Peace with a neighbour

as the children leave for Church School.)
EPISTLE Philippians 2: 5-11

MOTET Christus factus est Amnton Bruckner

Christ was for us made obedient, even unto death; therefore, God has highly exalted him, and given
him a name which is above all other names.

REFLECTION From Cradle to Cross
HYMN 143 My song is love unknown Love Unknown
PASSION NARRATIVE Luke 22: 14 - 23: 56

DANCE Pia Bouman School for Ballet and Creative Movement
MusiC Miserere Gregorio Allegri

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot
out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin for 1
know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and
done what is evil in your sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you
pass judgement. Indeed, 1 was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me. Y ou desire truth
in the imward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall
be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 1.et me hear joy and gladness, let the bones that
you have crushed rejoice. Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniguities. Create in me a
clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Do not cast me away from your pres-
ence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain
in me a willing spirit. Then 1 will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you.
Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing alond of your
deliverance. O Lord, open my lips, and ny mouth will declare your praise. For you have no delight
in sacrifice; if 1 were to give a burnt-offering, yon would not be pleased. The sacrifice acceptable to
God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. Do good to Zion
in your good pleasure; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, then you will delight in right sacrifices, in
burnt-offerings and whole burnt-offerings; then bulls will be offered on your altar.




